
THE  SERMON
ON  THE  MOUNT
The call to kingdom living and
the cost of following Jesus.

1.Being the Salt of the Earth [13]

"Salt & Light" from Matthew 5:13-16

2. Being the Light of the World [14-16]

Salt has two main functions in the food world: preserving
food from decaying (going bad) and adding flavor. The idea
of being the "salt of the earth" speaks of two key character
traits of believers. When we live as the salt of the earth, we
live wisely according to God's will to help preserve the
goodness around us and add "flavor" (positive aspects) to
the lives of those around us.

We live in a dark world, and God has come to shine His
light. One way He chooses to do this is through His
people. When we live with Christ-like character, we are
showing the world the light of God. Jesus encourages us
not to hide our light, but to do good works so that others
might turn to God and glorify Him. 
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When Jesus explains that His disciples are the salt of the earth and the light
of the world, He's revealing the effects we should have on the communities
around us. As the salt of the earth, we are to slow the decay of this world
and add "seasoning" to (improve) the lives around us. When we are the light
of the world, we are showing God's good light in the evil darkness around us.
When we love God, we see His light. When we love our neighbors, we are
reflecting the light of God to them. There are many illustrations Jesus uses
to explain character traits of His disciples. Being the "light of the world" is
one trait that God uses to describe both Himself and His followers. 

Where have you seen decay and darkness in your life? How
does this make you feel? 
What are some ways you can be "a light" to those around you? 
What are some ways you can be the "salt of the earth" (live
wisely)? How can you grow in wisdom? (c.f. James 1:5,
Proverbs 19:20, Proverbs 2:6)
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